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New Trial for Second-Line NSCLC Patients Now Open 
A new study, Dynavax DV9-NSC-01 NSCLC, is now open to enrollment at UCLA Main Campus. This is a 

phase Ib study of the investigational drug DV281, which is an immunotherapy, with the approved drug 

nivolumab, which is another type of immunotherapy. Interestingly, DV281 will be administered via inhala-

tion with the intention of delivering the drug directly to the lungs, rather than more common methods like 

intravenous (IV) infusion or oral tablets. This study is for patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer 

(NSCLC) who have had 1-2 prior lines of systemic therapy, which may include prior PD-1/PD-L1 inhibitor 

therapy. Enrolled subjects will receive treatment with both DV281 and nivolumab. 

Those who are interested should contact Dr. Edward Garon for more information. 

The Polaris Group POLARIS2015-003 study for malignant pleural mesothelioma is now open to enroll-

ment at UCLA Main Campus. This is a randomized, double-blind phase II/III study for patients with 

advanced malignant pleural mesothelioma of biphasic or sarcomatoid histology.  Patients must have 

had no prior systemic therapy for mesothelioma. Subjects who are enrolled in the study will receive 

either a drug called ADI-PEG-20 or placebo, along with chemotherapy.   

Those who are interested should contact Dr. Olga Olevsky for more information. 

First-Line Malignant Pleural Biphasic or Sarcomatoid Mesothelioma Trial Now Open 

Solid Malignancy Tissue Bank Expanding to UCLA Satellite Sites 
We are excited to announce that Dr. Edward Garon’s Correlative Research Team will be expanding 

recruitment for its Solid Malignancy Tissue Bank to UCLA’s Satellite Sites. This will be a first step to-

ward the upcoming expansion of the Tissue Bank to the TRIO-US Network. The Tissue Bank is a repos-

itory for tissue and bodily fluid specimens for use in future research to evaluate how cancer develops 

and how it responds to new therapies. Currently, the Bank allows for the collection of tissue from 

tumor biopsies (new biopsies are not performed specifically for the Tissue Bank), blood, saliva, urine, 

and stool for patients with solid malignancies who are receiving or may be eligible for targeted thera-

py or immunotherapy, or who may participate in clinical trials. Blood collection consists of no more 

than two blood draws, taken at least 6 weeks apart and at appointments during which blood draws 

are already occurring. By expanding enrollment for this Tissue Bank, we will continue to grow our 

repository of tissue and bodily fluid specimens for future research projects. We are extremely excited 

for the future research to come from this endeavor, and for the contributions it will make to the 

research goals of the program as a whole. Note that participation in this Tissue Bank neither contrib-

utes to, nor has any bearing on, patients’ quality of care or right to treatment at UCLA. 

Those who are interested should contact Dr. Edward Garon for more information. 
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The Correlative Research Team says good-

bye to Research Assistant Henry Lu this 

month, as he returns to Charlottesville to 

complete final years of medical school at 

the University of Virginia. Henry has con-

tributed his energy and expertise to the 

team over the last year, as he’s worked on 

projects related to our Solid Malignancy 

Tissue Bank. He has also contributed to 

our work on HLA type and its effect on response to immunotherapy in non-small 

cell lung cancer (NSCLC). HLA genes code for proteins on the surface of cells, 

which help the immune system tell the difference between the body’s own nor-

mal components and other substances like viruses, bacteria, or tumors. Henry’s 

work with us has looked at how patients’ HLA types could be related to their 

cancer’s response to immunotherapy, and to the negative effects they could 

experience from that therapy. We look forward to continued collaboration with 

Henry, and wish him well as he goes on to further his medical education.  

Farewell to Henry 
The program’s newest faculty member, Dr. Aaron Lisberg, is the lead author of a 

recent publication in Cancer Immunology Research. The article also includes contri-

butions from a number of current and former thoracic oncology program faculty and 

staff. In this paper, Lisberg et al. report the results of a retrospective analysis of 97 

non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) patients at UCLA on a former clinical trial called 

KEYNOTE-001. The patients on this trial were treated with pembrolizumab, which is 

a type of immunotherapy drug called a PD-1 inhibitor. This type of drug works by 

blocking the PD-1 receptor found on the immune system’s cells, and preventing 

cancer cells from using this receptor to de-activate immune cells. The immune sys-

tem is then able to better fight the cancer. The authors evaluated treatment-related 

adverse events (trAEs) that patients experienced on this trial. Treatment-related 

adverse events are negative health effects that patients experience, which are 

deemed by physicians as “possibly” or “probably” related to treatment. The authors 

also looked at how these trAEs were related to patients’ clinical outcomes. Of the 

826 adverse events reported in the UCLA patients, 85 (10%) were treatment related. 

These 85 trAEs occurred in 39 of the 97 patients evaluated (40% of patients). Lisberg 

et al. found that the 39 patients who experienced a trAE had improved responses 

and survival when compared with the 58 patients who did not experience a trAE. 

Importantly, these differences were still present when possible confounding varia-

bles were also considered. Taken together, these results indicate that experiencing 

trAEs predicted for improved clinical outcomes with pembrolizumab on KEYNOTE-

001 at UCLA. These findings contribute to our understanding of anti-PD-1 immuno-

therapy, and may help clinicians identify patients most likely to benefit from such 

therapies moving forward. 

Lisberg A, Tucker DA, Goldman JW, Wolf B, Carroll J, Hardy A, Morris K, Linares P, Adame C, Spiegel ML, Wells C, McKenzie J, Ledezma B, 

Mendenhall M, Abarca P, Bornazyan K, Hunt J, Moghadam N, Chong N, Nameth D, Marx C, Madrigal J, Vangala S, Shaverdian N, Elashoff D, 

Garon EB. Treatment-related adverse events predict improved clinical outcome in NSCLC patients in KEYNOTE-001 at a single center. 

2018, Jan 30. Cancer Immunol Res; pii: canimm.0063.2016.doi: 10.1158/2326-6066 [Epub ahead of print] 

Cancer Immunology Research Publication 


